
Choosing rn r'ide and joy 

Snead Island Boat Yard 

$66U.OOO so I felt I had done plTtly well. 
l';ow the challenges began. first. there was the 

lillie matter of Ihe hurricll1c season which was 
abollt to hegin. My luck held ilnd the hroker took 
me to the best yard on the Wt'st coast of t'lorida. 
where flIt' staff shook their collective heads and 
told me they were over SlIbscriheel, Fortunately. 
the uwner of the yard happened hy. slapped 'tiHll 
the broker on the hack and agreed instantly for 
Lhe Shannon to he stored. Furthermore. he agreed 
to do work on her and for me to come out ilt the 
end of the hurricane season to prepare her fur the 
crossing, The Snead Island !:luat Yard is South of 
'E!mpa Bay at the entnJnC'e to the Manatee' Riwr 
and I was very lu ky 10 have found it as yUli will 
learn later. not just as a phlcc' to lift oul. 

There remained the smallll1att 'I' of the 
mechanics of paying for the yacht. A sterling 
cheque was nut of Ihe ljuestion and the prict' was 
a bit heyond Illy nedit card Limit. I simply w.llked 
into a H'll1k of America branch and opened an 
account and it took just 20minutes and SIOO 
<leposit to Cllll1plett'. Hack in the l. K I hought 
dolbrs at il very advilnt,lgeous rilte, which l11ade 
thc' tourist ra tes look like an almost fraudulent 
transaction, This is only possible if you part with 
shed loads of lTloney and sending it to my new 
account in the US was simplicity ibelf. Paying 
'10m the broker was jllst' a 1ll,11ter of ilsking him 10 

call hy the bank where a cashier's hank cheque 
awaited him, 

When your new pride ilnd joy is uninsured 
and on tlk hard about j feet above sea level in the 
hurriclnt' belt for the season. you quickly karn 
how to \rack hunicanes on the internet. 2004 was 
the wurst season in Florida for 'I very long time, 
Four hlll'ricant's passed with in 50 miles of the 
yard which ll1inlClIiolisly escaped any real 
danHlgc, As p;'lrt of my rehahilitation, 1sc.nt a 
don'!tion to the nearhy Chaplc.r of the American 
Red (:ros" to help th ' victims and pondne'd 
whether there may after aU be a ('otl who listens 
to my cntrt'alles, 

I rNurncd to F10riehl \,'ith a plan tu pl'e(1;lre 
Ihe yacht now Brilish l'egislt'!w! and l'L'naml'd 
l'bne Soug ill Ikkr('llct' to my f0l'111n and cUrJ'c'n! 
[II pluymL'nt lind Ihe music,l.! car,'cr of my wife. 
Her fir,! owner hild n,ul1t'd lit'!, Slimmer Salt. he 
b"ing in the "oil mining husiness .ulllthe I'f'<'l'iolls 
nwnL'r h"d had a rush of bloud to 111<' hr'ld .1llel 
ren,unetl her Tarpon TlII'tle after I he Inke T')I'pon 

where' he buill his house. Given a traditiun 0'­
each owner naming the yacht ilnd thl' seconel 
owner's choice. I felt I did Ihe ir,h! thing. 

The plan to sail Plant' Song home allowed me 
6 weeks to prl'pare ht'T hdore the first "I' my crew 
arrived in the sh~pe of my eldest son. I needed aU 
of Ihat time anelmore hut on the appointed dilY 
the 2 of u,s set off I'm Miami via tlle Horida Keys 
where my secontl son would join u,s for the kg tu 
Ikrmuda, A change of crew and wind gt'nerator 
under guaraJJtee and off to the !I.zurc's trying h'ml 
to gl't there before the ARC UK, Having decided 
to pay VAT, tht' Azores was a good choit't' of where 
to settle this unpopular tax, the ratt' bt'ing the 
smaUest in the HJ ;liter GrtTct', They arc getting 
used to pec}ple turnin.g up to pay this t;lX in Ion· 
and wisely as it tumed out, I took the advice of 
the custoll1s man ;Ind engaged ;ln agent, I met one 
stubborn couple who were tr}'ing to elo it 
themselves ;lna the'y were still trying as we 
prq);ll't'd to leave two weeks later. 

The agent wanted a fce akin to the cost of a 
survey :)I1n it was with some reluctance that [ 
agreed, \\-rhm we discussed the value of the' yacht 
I had a bit of a rant about the things [ h'ld 
discovered sailing bel' across the !lt1~lltic, which 
h:ld I kpown "bout earlier, would h"ve reduced 
the price paid, 'Ib my gle;'t' surprise he suggested a 
valuation at !east 30% less than her rcal value. The 
very next day the "genl arrnllged a visil by no less 
that the Chief of Customs, I\fter gbncing at the 
yacht's name 011 the tnln;,om, with a wave of the 
hand in the style you might expel'! of I~o}'alty, he 
was gone, Apparently this indicated that thl' 
valuatiotl W,IS 'lCcel'ted and now all that remained 
was to pay the VAT, in cash prd'erably. Thl' next 
day I sat outside the wry inlprcssive panelled 
door labelled in gold kttc'rs Chicf of Customs, 
and handcd "WI' to the agent a hrown eJlvc!0pl' 
stufft'd with huros. After a Ilurry or rubber 
stamping in the outer ornce. the agent rc,\ppcared 
anel hancleclme a no! very ,impressive document 
rct'<lflling Ih,lI V AT had heen paid 011 Plane Song, 
Ill' had e'lrned his f"t'. 

Tht' yoyaj;e home via Bayona in NW Spain 
would nt'cd 'lIlother article to do it just icc, Some 
testing conditions, sudl ilS a Furce <) the 
forecasters somehow filikJ to mention and several 
days of allllost no wind, .alded to my confidenct' 
Ihal I pmbably baclmade the right choice fC)f my 
Ill'W pride and 'oy, 

Caught mid Atlantic 
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